
 

               

               

               

                

KIRSTY’S LITTLE 

TREASURES 
UNLOCKING YOUR CHILDS POTENTIAL 

July/August 2017 NEWS 

 
Graduation 

On Friday the 28th July we had 
our parrots graduation, a great 

time was had by all and the 
children were fantastic and 

made us very proud; we wish 
them all the best within their 

next chapter of life. Their 
photographs will be available 

very soon for you to look at and 
we will be making a display 

within the entrance hall; parents 
of children leaving next year 
please use the pictures to 

explain that this will be them 
next year!   

 
 

School 2018 
 

As some of you may have seen posters 
around nursery regarding starting school 

September 2018. If this is your child you can 
now apply for your desired schools following 

the link on the posters 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
this seems like a long way off but it is a very 

important task. Please ask for any advice you 
may require. 

 

Capture 
Are you receiving notifications of your 
child’s observations via Capture? Are 

you logging in and sending home 
observations for us to use within your 
child’s time spent at nursery? If the 
answer is no and you are unsure of 
how to do these things please seek 
support from a member of the team. 
The aims for Capture over the next 
few months is to make observations 
on a more frequent basis, this will 

ensure that our links are more up to 
date, sometimes this will be tricky with 
such a busy nursery but is one of our 

aims.    

 

Understanding the world- as most of you have now seen and experienced we have invested within two interactive 

learning tables; which are proving to be amazing! These tables provide the children with a range of different activities from 
sensory to Literacy and Numeracy (please ask for a demo if you would like to see more of them!) We thought that our ICT 
areas needed revamping and some TLC! We have also purchased some remote control cars, walkie talkies, microphones, 
a listening station complete with headphones and are looking to purchase some child friendly cameras so the children can 
capture their master pieces! We have had a lovely donation of screens, key boards and mouse’s from Stanley’s daddy 
Martyn which the children are loving and have had a number of dummy mobile phones donated so thank you very much!  
 

Topics 
Under 2’s (children aged 

3 months- 2 years) 
The under 2’s unit have really 
enjoyed their holiday topic and 

have taken part in lots of 
exciting activities! Turtles 

loved relaxing on the indoor 
beach with their deckchairs 
and towels, playing with the 
beach balls and swimming 

with their lilos and arm bands. 
They also had a great time 
gluing and sticking beaches 
using real sand and glue and 

pictures of under the sea 
creatures. Babies and octopus 
had a fab time exploring in the 

sand and water, getting 
messy and making 

sandcastles. We did lots of 
gluing and sticking and 

painting ice-lollies, ice creams 
and sea creatures!   

 
September Topic is: nursery 
rhymes, books and autumn 

Dolphins (children aged 2- 3 1/2) 

Dolphins had a great month looking at 
holidays and summer topic. We role 

played going on holiday, packing bags, 
applying sun cream and eating ice creams 
on the beach. Dolphins made a role-play 
train out of chairs and went on holiday on 
the train. They made some lovely beach 
pictures using different coloured paints, 
played in the sand making sand castles! 
At together time we spoke lots about our 
holidays, where we have been and where 
we are going, how we got there and what 
we done whilst there!  We looked at lots of 

postcards and holiday brochures and 
generally talked lots about trips. We also 
learnt lots about staying safe in the sun, 

using sun lotion, wearing hats and 
drinking lots of water to stay hydrated. 
Dolphins have started to learn basic 

sign language; we will keep you posted 
on how this goes. 

 
September: nursery rhymes, stories 

and autumn 

Parrots (children aged 3 ½ - 5) 

Parrots have enjoyed their topic on school, holidays and summer- 
incorporating patterns and opposites.   

Parrots home task was fantastic, we had some lovely beaches made 
so well done to you all for participating.  Parrots loved role playing 

holidays- lots of pretending to put on sun cream, sunbathing on deck 
chairs, eating ice-lollies and playing with the beach balls! Again lots of 
talking at together time about our holidays; where we went and how we 

got there!  
For school preparation we have spoken lots about uniforms, new 

friends and teachers, PE lessons, how will we get to school, what will 
we do there and lunchboxes! We made sandwiches both with real 

bread, butter and fillings and with glue, paper and paint for the wall; we 
have practised taking off and putting on our shoes and socks 

 
.  
 

September Topic: all about me and autumn 

 

Outstanding fees- to date (29th August) we have £5,531 outstanding in nursery fees! As you can imagine this is 

becoming a little difficult to manage financially- I feel that we are being a little lenient with nursery fees and we have got to 
toughen up! We have recently (unfortunately) had to pursue a case of outstanding fees using an outside debt-collecting 
agency; which resulted in a bailiff being used; we do not wish to make a habit of this approach but will have to if 
outstanding balances continue. Thank you. £££££££££££££ 
 

 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions


 

 
Book Swap- We are hoping to set up a book swap over the next few weeks, so at the moment we are collecting books! 

The idea is that your child will bring one of their old books to nursery that they no longer read or use and swap it in the box 
for a new book to read and they can do this as often as they want to. This will help support reading at home, in the hope 
you can share a book together and the children will be excited about choosing their own books.  
 

 

Thank you- to Joseph’s daddy (dolphins) for bringing us in lots of things for our new construction area in dolphins; the 

children will get so much out of these things, so a massive thank you from us all.   
 

Pick up times and dropping off 
Just a reminder that nursery does not open until 
7.30am; you are welcome to enter before this but 
sometimes if you are early the doorbell may not 
be on so please bear with us. Also the staff have 
lots of jobs to do to prepare for the day so please 

try not to distract them until 7.30am.  
Nursery closes promptly at 6.00pm we understand 

that sometimes you may be a little late which is 
fine; the staff work until 6.30 which allows them 30 
minutes to tidy and clean and prepare for the next 

busy day  

Face book comments  

We would like to thank you all for your lovely comments and 
recommendations that keep coming up on social media. A lady asked 

for some feedback on KLT’s and your responses were incredible; 
they made us very proud. It was lovely to read through all of the 

positive feedback and we have printed it all off for the self-evaluation 
folder. The lady came for a viewing and absolutely loved our nursery; 
she viewed a few more but has registered with us! So again I thank 

you all.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Lily the dolphin (dolphins take home teddy) and Dougie Dog (parrots take home teddy)- Each room upstairs has a 
take home teddy that you can take on trips and excursions! If you would like to borrow one for a special occasion then 
please speak to one of the staff. All you need to do is to take some photos and either email them to nursery or print them 
off at home and stick them into a brief story. These stories will then be shared at together time with the children.  

Outside Gardens  
We are spending some time developing our outside 
areas, we have introduced a construction area, den 

making, phones and numbers, indoor animal area for 
imaginative play and a soon to be new outside kitchen 
and artificial grass area for the under 2’s; we have also 
purchased some outdoor sinks for hand washing. We 
are looking for bulk stones for the construction area as 
well as tyres, safe off cuts of wood and anything else 
unusual but safe that we could use within the garden.    

 
 

Ofsted 
We are at any time now 

due Ofsted! We are more 
than ready and are happy 

for them to come, you 
should have received a 
questionnaire via email 

asking for feedback of how 
we can improve, if you 
have any ideas please 

share them. There will be a 
sign on the door on the 

morning of our inspection, 
so please keep your eyes 

peeled!  

Holiday, sickness & 
swapping days 

Just a reminder that all sick 
days and holidays are payable 

in full as stated within 
contracts, we are experiencing 

a number of parents 
presuming that they are 

swappable and trying to book 
in the days and/ or bank them. 

This in some  
circumstances may be 

possible but at the managers 
discretion. (I.e. long term 

sickness or monthly vacation)   

Stick insects 
Unfortunately all 

of our stick 
insects went to 

‘stick insect 
heaven’ this is 
very sad as the 

children and staff 
loved having 

them. If anyone 
knows of any 

going please let 
me know; we 

have everything 
we need to set 
them a home 

back up!    

 Sarah maternity leave 
Craig and Sarah’s little 

princess is due on the 23rd 
September; Sarah is hoping 
to work up until Friday the 
15th September. This may 

change as Sarah gets further 
into her pregnancy and we 

may find that she starts to be 
more flexible within her work 

and spend more time on 
lighter duties. If Sarah is not 

in babies then Emily H or 
Gina will be in there. Any 

questions please let us know.   
 
  
 

Home links, home tasks & wows 
Home links- at the front door we have 3 different home links, which 

you can use to tell us about something special- one for a holiday, one 
for a celebration and one for some news to talk about. Please help 

yourselves to these, complete and return to nursery with some photos 
(or email them) for your child to use at together time. They are also 

available on our KLT website. 
Home tasks for dolphins and parrots- will both be having a ‘home 

task’ each month. You have all done such a fab job with their Fairy 
tale houses and beaches that we thought we would carrying on 

setting you tasks! The tasks will usually be topic related and won’t be 
too tricky! For example they may have to bring in a special item or 
draw a picture of something or take a photo of something. We will 

keep you posted; this will start properly from September. 
Wows- also at the front door (or on the website) you will find our 

nursery ‘wows’ these can be used by you guys to record your child’s 
achievements e.g. first wee wee on the toilet, writing their name, 
sleeping through the night; literally anything you can think of to 

celebrate. Again complete it and return it; this will then be used at 
together time and your child will celebrate alongside their peers, we 

rely on you guys to make all of the above things work so please 
support and help us out. 

 



 

 

Term dates and next half 
term 

The term starts back again on 
Monday 4th September and the 

next half term is week 
commencing 23rd October.  

Social networking and photos 
We have started to display more photos around the setting in different 

ways i.e. on the wall, interactive table etc. if you take a photo of a photo of 
your child (if that makes sense!) and you wish to share it on social media 
you must make sure it has no other children within the background, you 

must only put your child upon such sites.  
   

Animal man- On the 15th August the animal man called Stefan paid us a visit with a range of different animals; the 

children loved this session and got so much out of it. All of the children were really brave and had a great time; some of 
them had snakes around their neck, a tarantula upon their hand or stroked a gigantic rabbit! We will be arranging another 
session before Christmas.  

 
 

30 hours and funding 
As the majority of you will be aware some 3-year-old children are now eligible 30 hours funding. All 3 year olds are 

entitled to 15; if your child is turning 3 before the end of December 2017 your child’s funding will start in January and you 
will be given a form over the next few months, which will require you go on line and apply for the 30 hours. Any questions 
please come and see us. Parents in receipt of the 30 hours you will need to ‘re apply’ every 3 months as your application 
will expire. You should get an email reminder, which should make things easier for you, but we will be unable to offer you 

the funding should your application expire.  

 
Employee of the month- Please, please keep voting for employee of the month- if you are unsure what this is please 

continue reading and have a go! Each month we ask staff, parents and children to vote for a staff member (or a few) that 
have done something really well or really nice during that month. This could be; helping your child to settle, helping them 
with potty training, a lovely display, great handover, reassuring information etc. If you would like to vote everything you 
need is in our hallway; use the little slips of paper and post them into the gold box. 
 
Phonics and Parrots Letter Table- as of week commencing Monday 4th September Parrots will be 
introducing a Phonics Table. We need your help to make this work! For 2 weeks a letter from the 
alphabet will be learnt- we will be starting on ‘a’ for weeks commencing 4th & 11th of September. 
Please can you encourage your child to find something at home or draw something that begins with 
this letter and bring it into nursery for our phonics table, these props will be used at together time, for 
silly soup and for listening and rhyming games. AAAAAAAAAAAAA.  
Parrots new drawers- Parrots now have 2 new sets of drawers that are being set up for personal 
belongings and mark making equipment. The larger set by the door is for the children’s personal 
belongings for example use these to store wipes, toothbrushes, hair clips, bedding, jackets, 
comforters, things that have made during the day, pieces of artwork- please can you check these on a 
regular basis and take things home that need to go. The mark making drawers are set up to enable the 
children to access items for creativity e.g. pens, pencils, crayons, glue, paper, stencils, rulers, chalk, 
whiteboards etc- the children are encouraged to ‘self select’ what they would like to use.    
 
Face painting- For our next topic in Dolphins Kealie has offered to do some face painting with the 
children. She will be using snazaroo face paints and will be asking for your permission on a daily basis 
before any painting takes place.   
                                       


